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KANGAROO 
ISLAND

Four Seasons of weather on 
Kangaroo Island
Kangaroo Island has a mild temperate climate making 
it enjoyable to visit all year round. Its climate is broadly 
comparable to the Mediterranean climate. Kangaroo 
Island has relatively warm and dry summers (though 
not nearly as hot as mainland Australia) and mild but 
wetter winters.

The moderating influence of the surrounding ocean, 
together with the small size and low elevation of the 
island means that Kangaroo Island has a more equable 
climate than most other parts of South Australia.

Between May and September the island receives 
two-thirds of its annual rainfall. The rainfall varies 
considerably across the island with the annual average 
varying from 450 mm in Kingscote to around double 
that in the central plateau (around 900 mm near 
Roo Lagoon).

Fast Facts:

• Kingscote has on average only 6 nights per year 
where the minimum temperature is below 5°C 

• Four days per year, on average, above 35°C

• August tends to be the coolest month of the year

• February is the hottest month of the year

• Rainy season is from May to September.

Classed as having a ‘mild temperate’ climate this same 
zone runs through coastal and hinterland Victoria, 
coastal southern NSW and hinterland NSW up to 
SE Queensland.

Sitting at latitude 36° south, across the summer solstice 
(Dec 21) there are 14 hours and 36 minutes of daylight 
and on the winter solstice (June 21) there are 9 hours 
43 minutes of daylight.

Mean maximum and minimum 
temperature (°C) (°F)

SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN WINTER

Ave max temp 21° (70°) 27° (80°) 22° (72°) 15° (59°)

Ave min temp 10° (50°) 15° (59°) 12° (54°) 7° (45°)

Autumn (March to May) on 
Kangaroo Island
Average autumn temperatures are 20°C (68°F) maximum 
and 13°C (55°F) minimum.

The soft light and warm days of autumn are among 
the best to experience the real essence of Kangaroo 
Island. For photographers and walkers, March to May 
are the ideal months.

Warm days suffused with sunlight set the backdrop for 
a relaxing post-summer getaway.

It’s warm enough to enjoy a day outdoors then cool 
enough at night to open a bottle of Kangaroo Island’s 
finest red wine over dinner.

Spring (September to November) 
on Kangaroo Island
Average spring temperatures are 19°C (66°F) maximum 
and 11°C (52°F) minimum.

The first taste of spring is really in August, when the 
warming days bring animals out and encourage plants 
to sprout fresh and bright new green growth. The 
season continues with picturesque morning mists as 
dewy native vegetation and excited birdsong herald 
days of calmer seas and burgeoning life everywhere.
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Summer (December to February) 
on Kangaroo Island
Average summer temperatures are 24°C (75°F) maximum 
and 14°C (57°F) minimum.

Summer is the time to explore an astonishing variety 
of beaches on Kangaroo Island. From wild, crashing 
waves and beach fishing on the south and west coasts 
to tranquil bays in the east, like Antechamber Bay, and 
perfect family swimming spots in the north, there’s a 
beach for everyone’s tastes and every occasion. There 
are even beaches with dual personalities, like Stokes 
Bay, where moderate waves welcome boogie-boarders 
next to a sheltered rock pool teeming with marine life, 
to wade and explore.

Winter (June to August) on 
Kangaroo Island
Average winter temperatures are 15°C (59°F) maximum 
and 8°C (47°F) minimum.

Waterfalls, lush pastures and bushland, teeming birdlife 
out in full dams and creeks, dramatic seascapes; 
winter is a special treat on Kangaroo Island. As 
someone once said: “There’s no such thing as bad 
weather, just inappropriate clothing”. Winter is the best 
time for seeking out wildlife encounters, the best time 
for bushwalking and, of course, a welcoming open fire.


