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Kingscote and Districts
Kingscote, Kangaroo Island’s unofficial capital and 
largest town, with close to 1,800 residents.

With a warm-summer Mediterranean climate, and 
most rain falling in the winter months. The warmest 
months are January and February, where temperatures 
average in the mid 20’s, but can reach the high 30’s.  
June and July bring the lowest temperatures averaging 
11.5°C, most rainfall and often a chilly wind.  

Located on a small peninsula, the township of 
Kingscote is surrounded by coast, with the Bay of 
Shoals to the north and Nepean Bay, extending around 
to the south and further east, to include Western and 
Eastern Coves. 

The Bay of Shoals is generally a calm shallow bay at 
just under three metres deep. Access is often restricted 
due to tidal influences across “The Spit”, a giant sand 
bar running nearly the length of the bay measuring 
around five kilometres long. “The Spit” includes the 
islets of Busby and Beatrice, both known for the array 
of water birds that nest, feed and rest in the area, and 
are protected as designated conservation parks. 

The town hosts several beautiful coastal walking trails 
stretching from the historical precinct of Reeves Point 
right around the main town through to the settlement 
of Brownlow and further. The Kingscote Scenic Walking 
Trail starts near the Jetty, following the coastline 
around to the mouth of the Cygnet River, at around six 
kilometers long (one-way) it is a perfect mid-morning 
adventure. The coastline is a mix of rocky shorelines 
and small white sandy coves, with safe and shallow 
bays leading out to Nepean Bay.  The bays along the 
way are a treasure trove for small people spying shells 
and rocks and going crab spotting. 

As you explore the land sides of Kingscote you will 
notice the township itself moves from typical country 
town sized residences to larger lifestyle blocks on the 
outskirts of town and quickly moves into farming and 
agriculture country.

Do not be fooled into thinking that this town is only 
a stop for supplies and all your essentials – there is 
a myriad of things to see and do, in a place of great 
significance for the state. Kingscote was the first 
official European settlement in South Australia and 
has a fascinating history. In 1836 The South Australia 
Company established a colony at Reeves Point, 
Kingscote – named for Henry Kingscote, an English 
philanthropist and amateur cricketer and one of the 
founding directors of the company.

There were early ideas that Kingscote could in fact be 
the capital of the State, but the challenges of an island 
proved too many and around six months later the 
South Australia Company moved to Adelaide.

Flagstaff Hill, with its artistic monument, celebrates the 
memory of the first four ships to arrive at Reeves Point 
in 1836 and provides great views over Reeves Point and 
Beatrice Islet Conservation Park.

The Reeves Point precinct is not only picturesque, 
overlooking Nepean Bay and Bay of Shoals, but a 
wonderful place to find out more about the early 
settlement days, including the famous mulberry tree, 
Hope Cottage National Trust Museum and the old 
cemetery.  Wander the Historical Reeves Point Walk to 
uncover interesting snippets of our history interspersed 
with pelicans gliding into the bay and birds feeding on 
the tidal flats along the foreshore.

As you explore the township you might also notice 
many public artworks spread throughout the town on 
fences, buildings and even the silos as you enter town, 
where the giant Kangaroo Island Kangaroo and Glossy 
Black-cockatoo keep a watchful eye on the comings 
and goings from town. Ignite Kangaroo Island has been 
driven by passionate community members bringing 
vibrant and interesting artworks into the town’s public 
spaces. 
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Do not miss immersing yourself in the local art scene 
at one of the private or community run galleries.  Filled 
to the brim, showcasing the varied talents of Kangaroo 
Island artists, many of whom have built reputations 
nationally and internationally.  Drawing on inspiration 
from the island’s environment, continuously expressing 
their creative flair in a broad range of mediums from 
sculpting, jewellery, glass work, original artworks, prints 
and photography. A true celebration of the Kangaroo 
Island art scene, which is vibrant, thought provoking 
and intrinsically linked to what makes this place so 
special.

Wander down the old wharf and jetty area where you 
will always find a local dropping in a fishing line, and if 
you’re in for a chat they might even share a few tips on 
what’s biting lately.  The jetty provides beautiful views, 
and on calm occasions a pod of dolphins or a lone 
seal might glide by and greet you.  Look closely at the 
resident cormorants perched on the wharf and rocks, 
and whilst at first glance they might all look the same, 
a keen eye could identify up to five different species 
sitting side by side. If you are keen to explore below the 
surface, pop on a snorkel and you may encounter the 
unique and quirky sea dragons that drift in and around 
the jetty feet. The local tidal pool also provides a good 
sheltered place to swim, and for the kids to frolic in the 
shallows.

As the main service hub, Kingscote provides many 
of the services for Islanders and visitors alike. In 
town you will find medical facilities, clinics, dentists, 
physiotherapy, chemist, beauty and massage services. 
There’s a selection of hardware stores, electrical and 
home appliance shops, petrol stations, mechanics, 
agricultural supplies and veterinary services. Kangaroo 
Island Council Office and Public Library, Government 
offices, Landscape Board and National Parks offices, 
Post Office, Sealink Ferry office and travel agents 
are there for assistance. The Kingscote Campus of 
Kangaroo Island Community Education is also in town. 
There’s plenty of food, grocery, and bottle shop options 
around town. You’ll always find a friendly local to help 
you out when you have a question... just ask!

To discover more about the Islands regions 
visit Kangaroo Island Tourism Alliance at 
www.tourkangarooisland.com.au


